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___ 


To His Excellency, 
RIC HeA RD, Earl of 


Bellomont, 


te Captain General and GOVERNOUR #»s 
Chief of the Provinces of the Maſla- 
chuſetts-Bay i New-England, * 


and of New-York, fc.  #&1, | 

S Wi 

| _ "Y 
May zt Pleaſe Tour Excellency, *, T | 
ed® | 


Congratulatory Addreſs has been 
preſented to Your Excellency, in 
the Name, of about Forty Mi- 
| niſters of the Goſpel, that 2 few 
Gayes ſince occalionaly get in B —_ 
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'And although there are above Forty 
more Publick Preachers in this Province, 
who were not there, at that Time, I 
am- ſatisfied, they would have heartily 
concurr'd with the reſt, had the Op- 
portunity- been offered to them. 


The Deſerved: Character which Perſons 
of Worth and Eminency in Londox, who 
had the Happineſs of an Acquaintance 
with Your Lordſhip, had given of You, 
made the People of New-England,, who 
heard thereof, hope that Your Arrival 
to Your Government here, wouid prove 
a rich Bleſling to us all. Your having 
in the Adminiſtration of Your Govern: 
ment over New-York, eſpouſed the Intereſt 
of Religion, and of Our Great KING 
WILLIAM, and of the Pcople,: has 
gonfirmed them, in thoſe Hopes, nor cant 
thoſe Intereſts Now be ſeparated, Now, 
it ever, the old celebrated: Maxim is true, 
Qui pro veritate 6fF pro Rege ef}. 
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| Tt was the noted ſaying of a Great Fmr- 
pzror, That the Chief Ruler is to Serve 
the Senate, by hearkening to their good 
Advice, and to Serve the. People -by pro- 
moting the Publick Good, and to Serve fin- 
ple Perſons, by an Equal Diſtribution of 
Jaſtice, That Your Excellency will approve 
Yeur Self ſuch a Rvuler, You have given .us 
ſufficient cauſe to believe, Your late Noble 
Speech to our General Aſſembly has won their 
Aﬀecions, and cannot but be pleaſing to 
every Engliſh, and in a peculiar manner to 
every New: England Heart, 


God does: ſometimes pour ſignal Bleflings 
on the Poſterity of them, who have done 
ſignal Service for His Name, Your Illuſtrious 
Grandtather, Sr. Charles Coote ( who will be had 
in Everlaſting Remembrance -) was fſuct: an 
One. TI find it recorded jn the Hiſtory os bs 
Life, publiſhed by Mr. Clazk, That he having 
been a Man of War from his Youth, was Sent 
a Commander into Ireland, in the Year 1607. 
where he was an Eminent inftrument of Good 
to tho Engliſh Nation. And Forty Ycars af- 
ter, that be again Foughr the Bartels of 
the Lord again{t the 4b Rebgls, wich moſt 
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Remarkable Succefles, and at laſt Dyed ( as J£=I h 
Sampſon did ) Victorious over the Enemies NCo: 
of His Nation, and of the True Religion. 
of whom it might be ſaid, as ohe ſpeaks 
of that Excellent King of Sweedland, Earolus 
Guſtavms, That he Dyed with Victory Bleeding 
a: his Side.” But Your Noble Grandfather 
Piety made Him more Illuftrious than His 
and Valour, He was ( as both 
Mr. Clark, and Dr. Tear have reported ) 
Ons that maniteſted a ſingular Love to fÞ ? 
all Good Men, and in a ſpecial manner to [Gre 
ſuch as were the Faithful Miniſters of lt 
Chriſt ; an Hater of all Vice, and Vicious [CH 
perſons 5 and an Encourager of all that BHe 
was Vertuous. and Praife-worthy : Yea, 'and [gre 
One that by ' his Faith and Prayers could FEm 
prevail with God. For when he was, [He 


| ( and had been ior a long time ) through [He 


Bodily inficmictes, baidly able ro fet his the 
[ Fece on the Ground, ſeeing his Nation in Th 
| Danger, he earneftiy pray, - that God would [to 
it:cngmen him co appear in His Cauſe, and BTh 
| co  Fighe His Panels. When a marvellous ffor 
Spiri: of Fortiude from Heaven ſuddenly [|tio! 
jell - upon him, and immediately co the (| 
Admiratton of all men, ' By Faith out of 

| Wcakze/s be Was 71448 ſtrong, and put to} « 
flight the Armits of the Aliens Which things fin 
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' as ||j have mentioned, that fo thoſe in this 
ies FConntry, into whoſe Hands this ſhall come,” 
on;. lmay be from hence indnced 'to have the 
aks FGreater Reſpet and Hononr for Your: 
Excellency, Humbly Praying, That that God, 
who was with Your for ever Famous Grand- 
fther, making Him fo Great a Blefling «0 
helayd, will make Your Excellevcy as Great a 
oth UBefling to New-England. | 


to | Three Mighty Emperours, 'Conffantive the 
* to Great, Palentinian, and Theodofius, were wont 
of flto Style themſelves, The Yaſſals of FESUS 
ous FCHRIST. And one of them profeffed, That 
hat He counted his being Chrifff's Servant, a 
and Fereater Honowr to him, than His being 
uld FEmperor of the World. And well mighe 
vas, [He ſo Judge, ſince the Higheſt Angel in 
igh Heaven, and all the Nobles that artend 
his ithe Throne of the Infinite Mejeſty, eſteem 
in Themſelves Honoured in bzing Employed 
uld to Serve Chriſt as Guardians to His People. 
ind FThey are Miniſters of God, and Miniſters 


ous Flor them that jhall be the Heirs of Salva 
nly tion, | = 


of My Lord. 
0 | Great Men are happier than others, chiefly 
"B5 n this Reſpect, That they haye greater 


Oppors 
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Opportunities to Honour Ged, and conſequent: 
ly im being Faithful in the Improvement | 
of thoſe Talents, te obtain a more weighty 
Crown of Glory than others, i» the Day 
of Chriff, God has put into Your Hand; 
a {ſingular Advantage to Serve His Intereſt 
and to promote His Glory. Now that He, 


| by whom Princes Rule, and Nobles, and all the 


Trudges of the Earth, will affiſt You by His 
Grace to diſcharge the Great Truſt repoſed 
in You, ſo as that You may leave a mol 
Honourable Name to Poſterity, and have 
Immortal Honour confercd on You, by the 
King Eternal, at the Laſt Day, has been, is, 
and ſhall be the Prayer of | 


Py Lozd, 
Your Excellency's moſt 
Humble Servant, 
Increaſe Mather: 


Boſton, June 7, 
1699, 
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The Sureſt way to the 
Greateſt Honour. 


I Samuel IL. 3o. 


The LOL D 60 D of Ioact * ne 
7 em that tTonour me, 1 will 4Zonour 3 © 


I 


HESE. words, were ſpoken” in 
the Name of God, . and by. a 
Man of God. unto Ks, who 
was an Honourable Perlon,. be- 
ing both the High Prieſt and 
he Tet Judge in 1/rael, which were great Of- 
ices both in Church and State, K/z was a 
Delcendent from 1[:hawmar, who was Aaros Se- 
ond Son. How the High-Prieſthood came to - 
> Tranſlated from the Family of Eleazar, who 
25 the Elder Brother, to that of Itbamar, the 
cripture no where informs us- Ir 3s probably 
n;:Rured, that the High-Prieſts of Eleazars 
amily, had by ſome hainous crimes in the 
ayes of the Judges, provoked God to lay 
| A2 them 
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4 The Sureſt way to the | 
them aſide for ſeveral Generatiotis, When Eli 
was advanced to this Dignity, the Lord. promi- 
{:d to continue that Honour to him, and to his 
Poſtericy-z but this Promiſe muft be under- 
ftood as conditional, viz. it they ſhould acquit 
themſelves in thoſe Honourable Employ ments, 
2s became them to do ; but he and his, mite 
rably failing in their Duty, God did juſtly de- 

rive them ot ch:tr Dignity The reaſon oi 
which Dilpenſation is mentioned in the word; 
beiore as. For it 1s everlaſtingly true, that they 
who honour God, ſhall be honoured by him; 
and they that do otherwiſe, ſhall fooner or Is 
ter be lightly elteemed. 8 


The DoGtrinal Truth which may be infiſted 
on from the words, as ſatable to the preſen 


Occation, and to the Honowable Aſfembly in 


this Houſe Convened betore the Lord, is, 


That to Honour God is the ſureſt and the only wa 
fo obtain Honour from Him. 

We ſhall only Evquire into two particulars 
in order to. ths clearing of the Do&rine befor 
US, | : 

T. What are the Charafters of one that dit 
Honour God 5 wherzby we may judge whether 
we are ſhch or no ? 

2. What Honour it is that God will ſurely confe 

= no ſow? oo EE 
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omi-|| Queſt. 1. What are the Charaers of one that 
o his dies Honour God & or 
19det- Anſw. T1, He is one that does yield Univerſal 
Cquit Wl 0b:dience to the Commandments of Ged, They 
2ents, W that Honour 18 ( laith the Lord, h.e. they that 
mite: obey. me. When in the Fifth Commandment,” 
* de EChildren are required to Honour their Parents, 
n offff this is a ſpecial thing intended, that they ſhould 
vord:ſ obey all their lawful Commands. The Lord 
they faid to the Jews, 1 I am a Father, where is my 
him; Honour ? Mal. x.6. 3. e. the Obedience which 
r lafjs due unto me. Kings are Honoured when 
their Laws are duly obſerved; fo is the God 
and King Eternal, when his Laws are complied 
fiſted$ witn. There is an Internal Obedience. For 
ejcnt we are required to love, and Fear, and Delight, 
ly inf and Truſt in God. And there is an External 
O. edience : When a mans words and. outs 
ward actions are as to the matter of them ſuch 
y Waſf 35 the Divine Law Enmjoyns. There may be 
lomething of an External Obedience where 
ulardff thar which is Internal is - wanting : Mat. x5. ®. 
Deiory This people bonoureth me with their hs, but their 
heart is far from me. Whereas if a mans hearc 
60 15 ſet upon honouring God, that Internal: Obe- 
etc dience will diſcover ic 'felf in an Univerſal 
Coniogmity to the Law of God in ourward 
_ acts of Obedience thereunto. The Cemmandy 
of God may not any of them be diſputed, but: 
A 3; abcyed 
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obeyed without any Reſerve or Limitation, 


Suppoſe the Commandment . to be never ſo 


difficult, & never ſo contrary unto a mans own 
wiil and defires, it he knows that God com- 


' mands it, and- has in him an heart that honours 


God, he will do the Commandment. When 
God Commanded Abraham to Sacrifice his on- 
ly Son, he Roſe early to do ir. Gen. 22. 3. 
And by. that high a& of Qhedience did greatly 
honour God : And ſo did Foſhua, The Lord 
faid to him, Have nit 1 Commanded thee ? Joſh, 
1.9. And then he did as commanded though 
to the hazard of his life. This Honour of ab- 
folute Obedience is due to God alone. . Inferi- 
outs are .to obey their Sup-riours, but with 
this Reſerve always 1- far as ſhall confift with 
Obedience to the Will of God. .- It the Great- 
eſt man on Earth command. a thing which 
God has forbidden, he muſt not. be obeyed. 
Although Nebuchadnezzar was. the Emperour of 
the World, and perhaps the greateſt Monarch 


_ that ever lived ;. yet neverthelcF, when he En- 


joyned that which God had expreſly prohibit- 
ed, the three Princes who were his Captives 
told him plainly 'to bis face that they would 
not obey him. Dan. 3.18. Be it known unto thee, 
.O King, that we will not Serve thy gods, nor Wor: 
ſhip the Golden Image which thon haſt ſet up. Or, 
It men ſhould inhibit what God Cemmands, 
ws mult honour God by obeying him rather 
EFT Em 
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| than them. 


 Greateft Yonoure: 5 
Thus the Holy Apoſtles, when 
the Jewiſh Rulers ſtraicly commanded them 
that chey ſhould not Preach Chriſt, they reply- 
ed; e miuſt obey God rather than men. Ac. 5. 
$9. * | 
l . The Honourer of God is one that does Worſhi 
Him, and Him only, and this according to bis all 
The true Worſhipper of Gad is one that ho- 
noureth ' him, Je becomes the Greateſt on , 
Earth ſo to do. Pſal. 29, x, 2, Give unto the 
Lord O ye Mighty, give unto the Lord Glory - and 
Strength ; give unto the Lord the glory due unto bis 
Name, Worſhip the Lord in the Beauty of Holineſs. 
When we Worſhip God it we do it in the 
Beauty of Holineſs, we give unto him the 
glory that is due unto his Name. As the neg- 
&& of Divine Worſhip is a diſreſpe& and di- 
ſhonour put upon him. Ifa. 43. 23. Thou baſs 
not bonour ed me with thy Sacrifices. ' So the dug. 
performance thereof is an honour to: him, In 
Prayer we honour God. A King 1s honoured 
when .his Subjets humbly kneel before him 
with their petitions ; fo 15s the King of Heaven, 
When we praiſe him then we honour him, 
God fays, Whoſo offereth praiſe glorifyeth me. Pſal. 
fo. 23. when we give him 'Thanks,. we give 
him glory. The Thanks tiving of many redounds 
to the Glory of God, 2 Cor. 4. 15. when we da 
with prepared hearts reccive the Sacraments 
which are of Diving Appoincmgnt, we on 

| mo 
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the Author and Infticutor of them. When 
we Sanctitie the Lords Day, we honour him 
whoſe day it is.' 1/a. 58. 13. If thou call the Sab- 
bath a delight, the boly of the Lord, honourable, 
and ſhalt honour bim, The man that honours 
God, has this Characer belonging to him, -he 
. 5s conſtant in Prayer, conſciencious in obſery- 
Ing all Divine Infſticutions, and one that Re- 
members the Sabbath Day to heep it: Holy, 
* Now that which we make an Obje& of Reli- 
ous Worthip, we put the higheft honour upon 
that poflibly can be. We own that which we 
Worſhip, to be the ci ief -good, the firſt cauſe, 
and the la{t end of all, And therefore 1t 1s 
tat God only may be Worthipped. Mat: 4. 
Io. Tho: ſhait worſhip the Lord thy God, and him 
only ſhalt thou ſerve: It is the higheſt diſhonour 
to Gcd that can be, to yield Religious Adorati- 
on to any other Obje& beſides Himſelt :» For 
it 15 tO make other things to be as good as He 
with whom none' may be compared. Nor 
may we wcritip him in any other way, or by 
any other means then what Himſelt has ap- 
pointed. To do ſo would be a great refle&tion 
on the Wiſdom and FEonour of the Glorious 
God; act He did not know how to preſcribe 
means ſufficient tor his own Worſhip ; and 
theretore mult be beholden to men tor their 
Inventions. This was the Sin which the Chil- 
gren ol 1/radl were guilty of in the Wilder- 

| | nets ; 
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neſs; they would wortkip the God which 
brought them out of Egypr,, but by an Image 
of their own deviſing, whereby they incurred 
ble, Rhis high diſpleaſure. The: Fewiſh De&ors ſay, : 


urs flthat God never wijiied their Nation with any 
he FM fudgments ; but be pat in one Ounce of Vengeance 


wr that Sin of-#beir making the Calf in ;be Wil- 
derneſs, "This alſo was Feroboams Sin, when he 
fat up the Calves at Das and Bethe}, and Ors- - 
eli- Edained a Feaſt in that Month which be had de- 
on ziſed of bis on heart. 1 King.12 33. Nor do we 
we [honour God as we ſhould do, except we are 
fe, Eduly careful as to the manner of Worſhip, that - 
is lic be according to the will of God, Chriſt 
4. Faid, Take beed how you hear, Luk. 8.18. ſo we 
im {muſt take heed how we: pray, and take heed 
zur Flhow we come to Sacraments. - God is a Spirit, : 
iti- and will be warſhipped after a ſpiritual man- - 
or ner. He ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. Joh. 4. 23. 
He fbccaule He is honoured by a Spiritual Worthip, 
lor and by them who worſhip Him after a ſpiricu- 
by Flal manner. Men may as to the matter . of 
2p- Worſhip, and as to the means of Worſhip, do 
on fs the Law requireth, and yet diſpleaſe and. 
»s fdihonour God by being careleſs as to the man- 
be Flixrr of Worſhip. In Davids Time the Levites 
nd Fought the Lord, nevertheleſs He made a breach 
upon them, for that they ſought him not after the 
ie order. x Chron. 15.13, In Hezekiabs Time 
jbey kept the Paſſover otherwiſe then was. — 
tay 
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they were nat cleanſed as they that Cane - ihtg 
the Sanctuary ought to have been': :' for which 
cauſe many of the people fell under the Holy 
diſpleaſure of God. 1 Chron.3018,19,20. So the 
Corinthians becauſe they approached to the Table 
of the Lord after an unprepared manner, were 
viſited with a diſeaſe chat proved mortal to: fore 
of them. They by ſuch an. unworthy manner 
of worſhip diſhonoured God, and God lightly 
eltzemed of them, | 


. 3. The Honourer of God is one that ba*s an Hoh 
Zital for His Name. 


A man that honoars ano- 
ther ha's a Zeal for him, He cannot bear it 
that the perſon whom he has an high value for 
{honld be abuſed. So he that honours God is 
greatly concerned at the injuries which are 
dane to his Name. Pſal. 69. 9, The reproaches of 
them that reproached thee are fallen upon me. He 
telr choſe reproaches that were caſt npon the 


| Name of God more ſenſibly than if they had 


fallen upon Himſelf. 'The Prophet Ejab was 
a man that honoured God : And he was a Zeal 
ous man. 7 ( faid he) bave been wery Jealous for 
the Lord God of Hoſts, for the Children of Iſratl 
have forſaken thy Covenant, thrown down thy al 
ters, and ſlain the Prophets with the ſword. 1 King. 
I19'19. Never man did honour' God: fo much as 
the man Chriſt Jeſus did, whonever in all his Life 
did any: thing but with a' reſpec to wag mms: 

evo | tory, 


Glory, - Now his Holy Heart was always burn - 


Nl againſt, He is: honoured. A Miniſter thA&Would 


| Zeal for his Name, Sc 7 his 
| Zeal in punifhing them that had profaned the 
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ing with /Zeal for God. © Therefore was it ſaid 
of him, The Zeal of thy Houſe bas eaten me up. 


Joh. 2. 17. This Zeal which is the Charadter of 


one that honeurs God, diſcovers it ſelf in two 
things eſpecially. ; | 

I. By bearing a due Teſtimony again#t the Sins of 
men, When Gods Law is Tranfgreiled, his 
Name is diſhonoured, Rom.2. 23. Through breaks 
ing the, Law diſhonoureſt thou God. ? Therefore 
when. thoſe Tranſgrefhions are duely Ttyed 


honour God in his place,muſt faithiuily reprove 
the ſins of men, and ſpare none : They muſt 
cry aloud and ſpare not, and hit up their Voice 
like a Trumpet ſhewiog to the houſe of Faceb 
their ſins. Toby Baptiſt did-not ſpare Herod him- 
klf, notwichſtanding his greatneſs, when he was 
known to be a vicious perſon. That his Faith- 


tulneſs coſt him his Lite, and he was willing ra- 


ther to looſe his Life, than God ſhould looſe the 
tonour due to his Name. If .reproofs will not 


do, they that have Authority to puniſh Trank 


preflors are bound out of reſpe& to the honour 
of God in that way to expreſs their Love and 


So did Chriſt ſhew his 


Temple. When Phineas Executed Judgment or: 
ſeveral filthy debauched perſons, God w:s 
honoured and highly pleaſed with - that his or 

| os | An 
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And fo he was with the Zeal of Elijah in cauſing 
the Prieſts of Baal to be ſlain. El#s ſin-for which 
the Lord did fo ſeverely threaten and puniſh 
him and his family was his want of Zeal. - He 
is chargea with honouring his Sons above God, 
I Sam. 2, 29. For it he had puniſhed them ac: 
cording to their deſerts they muſt have been 
Expoſed to publick tame, but rather than ſuch 
diſgrace ſhould come to them, he ſuffered them 


to makg themſelves vile and reſtrained them not, 
IndegQhe reproved them, but notwithſtanding 
they ate his Sons; conſidering he was the Judge 


of the Land,he ought to have put them to death, 
becauſe they were guilty of Crimes which the 
Law of God had made Capital. 

2. Zeal diſcovers it ſelf in promoving thoſe things 
whereby God is Honoured, as well as in ſupprefling 
thoſe things whereby He is diſhonoured. It 
we promote the Eſtabliſhment of the 
worſhip of God in the purity of it, we honour 
His Name. Hezekiahb, Fofiah, and other Retor- 
ming Kings of Judah, manifeſted their Zeal not 
only in deſtroying Idolatry, but in ſettling the 
true worſhip of God according to his written 
word. Nehemiah That Excellent Governour f 
the Province of Judea, honoured God. by the 
good deeds which he did for his Houfe and for 
the Offices thereof. Neb. 13. 14. He that has an 

enfeigned Love. for the Houſe of God, has a 
Leal tos the honour of God, 
| ] 


Plal.26, 18, Lord, 


Bbere thine bonour dwelis. 
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f have Lowed the babitation of thy Houſe, the place. 
| The great God has 
many Temples, many ſpicicual Houſes on the 
Farth. Every particular Church conſiſting of 
a number of Believing Regenerate Souls, is an 
Houſe of the Living God. 'To protect and en- 
courage theſe Holy Churches is to honour God, 


4. Another Chara#er of one that bonours God, is 
that be does Rewerence the Image of God wherever 
be ſeeth it. Now the Image of God is ſeen in 
two things eſpecially. 

rt. In that Authority and Dominion which 


he giveth to ſome over others. On this account 


man tis ſaid to be the Image and Glwry of God, 
1 Cor. I1. 7. The divine Image. in man when 


firſt Created did conſiſt partly in his dominion 


over the Creature:. Wherefore he that honours 
God will be afraid to ſpeak evil of diznities, 
or to deſpiſs dominion, but he will make Cons 
ſcience to give honour to whorh honour is due, 
That man who makes no Conſcience of the fifth 
Commandment which requiretk. ſubje&ion unto 
Lawful Authority, does not honour but deſpiſe 
that God whoſe Image is {een in that Authority, 
We may not think that becauſe Chriſt has pur- 
chaſed a bleſſed liberty - for them who are his 
Servants, that they are therefore Exempted from 
Obedience unto ſuch as God ſhall Set over 
them. ' The Apoſtles were very careful both 
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by word an1 writing to. initruct Chriſtians in 
their duty as to this pariicular, and this out of 
reſpe& to the Name of God. The Apoſtle 
Paul writing to Titus ſays, Put them in mind 
be ſubjef} to Principalittes and Powers, to obey My 
giſtrates. Tit 3.1. :And the Apoſtle Peter ſaith, 
Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of men for 
the Lords ſake , whether it be 10 the King. as Su 
pream, or unto Governours as unto them that are 
ſent by bim, for the puniſhment of evil deers, and 
for the praiſe of them that do ell, x Pet. 2. x1, 
14. Indeed Church Government 1s not an Ordz 
-$ance of man, God having in his Word deſcri- 
bed the torm of it, as to all Effentials therein, 
and expreſly declared what Officers, what Or- 
dinances, and Adrminiftrations He allows to be 
in his' Church, which Commandments He 
would have to be kept until the Appearing of 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift, byt the form of Civil 
Government is ANTHROPINE KTISIS An 
Humane Creature, For although Civil Govern: 
ment in general is an Ordinance” of God, ne- 
verthelels, this or that particular Form of .Civil 
Government is an Ordinance of man, God 
has left it unto men . toddetermmine what it ſhall 
be; but when there is a legal Eſtabliſhment, 
Chiiſtians muſt ſubmit thereunto for #be Lords 
ſake, 1, e. our of reſpet to his. Glory. They 
will honour him if chey do, and diſhonour him 
if chey do net ſubmit; Hs is go good Chiilti- 

| 40 
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PALE LIONS BE: 4 ITS 
t. He that does truly fear 
and. honour God, will certainly be a good 
Subject. Bo 

2. The Image of God appears in that ' Ho- 
lines. which fome are adorned wich. Holineſs 
is the Divine Nature. He #5 Glorious in Holineſs. 
That's His chief Glory. Theretore if a man 
does Love and Honour God, he hath, and can- 
not but have a fingular delight in them that 
bear his Image, in this reſpe&. "The Scripture 
giveth this as the Character of a fincere Servanc 


613)! 


of God, he is one, in whoſe Eyes a wile perſon 3s 


cortemned, but he honours them that fear the Lord. 
Plal. 25. 4+ yea, though it may be, he is 
oreat, and they are mean in the World ; it he 
leeth. the fear of God, and ſo the Image of 
God in them, he has a love and honour for 
them on that account. - David, though the 
Greaﬀeſt man in the Nation, would honour ſach 
perſons fo far as t6 make them his Compani- 
ons, Pfal. 119.63, 1 am a Companion of all them 
that fear thee, and of them that keep thy Precepts, 
A man whoſe heart honours God, reſpeaeth 
every Good, Holy man as ſuch. He does not 
reſpet men meerly becauſe they are of his 
party, or particular perſwaſion in matters nat 
Efſential to Salvation. Suppoſe him to be Epi/- 


copalian, Congregational, Prechyterian, Ant ipedobap- 


:#, in his Opinion, it he is a Godly man, he 
bgnours. Godlineſs wherever he ſeth it. As 
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16 The Sureſt way to the 
Ferom aid of AuFtin, when there was ſome 
difference of Opinion between them, Dilip 
Chriſtum in Auguſtino, I ſee Auſtin is ' an Holy 
man, and I cannot but Love Chriſt in Auſtin, 
cthough' I differ from him in ſome. matters of 
| Opinion. The man that has a Regenerate Soul 
1] in him, cannot chule but love and honour them 
bl # in whom *he Regenerating Grace of God iz 
1 conſpicuous. He( faith Fohn ) that Joveth bim 
IS that begat, loveth him alſo that is begotten of him; 
wa by this we know that we lowe the Children of God, 
li 2wben e love God, 1 Joh..1, 2. fo by this we" 

"may know that we I-ve and honour God, if 
when we love and lionour his Children as 
ſuch, becauſe they do in reſpe&t of Holinefs 
rp him 'more .than others in the World if 

0. IE | 

' Fo Another Character of one that Honours God, 
is that be is willing to ſuffer in his Cauſe, and for 
the Glory of bis Name. He. is one that had ra- 
ther futfer than ſin, like Moſes, who choſe rather 
ro ſuffer Afﬀiition with the People of God, than to 
enjoy the pleaſures of ſm. Heb. 11. 25. Indeed, 
no mah oughr needleſly to bring Suiferings 
upon himſelt; but he may be called to. ſtand 
up and appear in Gods Cauſe, and then if his FY” 
heart is right in the ſight of God, though he £2 
knoweth he '{hall be expoſed to Sufferings for I"! 
It, he wil! appear on Gods ſide, and glad that *. 
| "he may hopour God, by being himſelf di- £'& 
oe | '  Chogoured, [vi 


Greateſt -Yonour, * x5 
. Wihonoured, and expoſed to the Contempt and 
geproaches of the World. The Apoftles when 
onvented before the Jewiſh Council were moſt 
enominiouſly treated by them, for their Faith- 
Ineſs to che Truth and Intereſt of the Lord 
ſus Chriſt, but they rejozced in that they were 
ounted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his Name, Acts. 
.4x. God 1s honoured not only by the Active 
Obedience, but by the Sufferings of his Ser- 
ants. 1. Pet. 4. 14. Tf ye be reproached for the 
ame of Chri#f, happy are you ; on their part he is 
wil ſpoken of, but on your part be 3s glorified. 
/hen the Pagan Enemies of Chriftianicy be- 
eld che Conitancy and Courage of the Mar- 
yrs, they ſaid, ( ſome of them) Pere mag- 
us Deus Chriſtianorum, there is no God like the 
od of Chriſtians, who can enable his  Ser- 
ants with ſuch patience to Endure ſuch things 
for his ſake. Many were thereby Converted 
rom Paganiſm to Chriſtianity, and in theſe Lat- 
ter Ages from Popery to the Proteſtant ( which 
$5 the only true Chriſtian. )* Religion, by be- 
nolding the Faich and Patience of tkem who 
lave been the Martyrs of Feſus A man may 
dy ſuK2rings in Gods Caule, britis more Ho- 
nour to his Name in one hour, than in his 
whole life betore, though it may be he has been 
hat FE: very active Inftrument in promoting the 
di- Glory of God. It was therefore ſaid of' Perer, 
20, Nat by bis agarh be ns ak Goa, Joh. 21. 
; B " Ie 
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29. Now Eccleſialtical Story tells us, that ly 
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was Crucified to death. And very often it j 
ſo, that they who have been the greateſt - !r. 
ſtruments of doing Service for God, ſhall 
laſt be honoured with the Crown of Marty: 
dom, and ſo Honour God by their death ( x: 
Sampſon did ) more than ever they had doi: 
by their life. The Holy Prophets honour«| 


God much .by their Miniſtry ; and we find hh 


the Scripture that {everal of them honoured hin 
by ſuffering & dying for the Teſtimony whiz! 
they had given to his Name & Truth. And tþ: 
Jewiſh Hiſtorians tell us of mbre that did f:; 


That the Prophet I/azab was Sawn aſund: 


with a wooden Saw, by the cruel] Comma: 
of King Manafſſeb, who nevertheleſs was i: 
near Kinſman. And that Feremy was Martyr 
ed in Egypt through the malice of ſome Jew: 
who informed the then King of Egypt, tha 
Feremy had Prophecſied of his Deſtruction awd 
Conquelt by the King of Baby/ou. Exzckiel they 
fay was ſlain in Babylov, The Prophet Ar: 
had his Brains Knock'd out by fome of ti 
wicked Country men. Micah was throw! 
down a ſteep place, and killed with the fall, 
All the Apoſtles ( excepting Fohn, who ſuffer 
ed an Exilement into the deſolate Iſle of P: 
20s, Whither the Roaans were wont to bani{h 
the vileſt Criminals ) Sealed the Truth whicl 
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$ did they Honour God both in life and 
in death. | 

6. He that Honours Jeſus Chriſt the Son of 
God, Honours God. The Father takes whatever 
Honour is put upon his Son Jeſas Chrift as 
done te Himſelf. All the men on Earth, aad 
all the Angels in Heaven have not Glorified 
God, fo much as Chriſt has done. And God 
has given unto him a Name which 1s above 
every Name that is named in this World, or 
in that which 15 to come; and he expeas that 
we ſhould honour him accordingly. Yea, that 
we ſhould give unto Jeſus Chriit that Honours 
which we may not give unto any but unto 
God Himfelt. Fob 5. 22, 23. The Father Fudg- 
WM &th no man ; that is, not without the' Son,but has 
| committed ail Fudyrment io the Son, that all men 
ſhon'd honour theSan,even as they honour the Father ; 
he that honoureth not the Sou honoureth not the Father 
which ſent him. The Jews lay, that God made. 
the World for the ſake of the Meſſiah, And the 
Scripture ſays, that all things were Created for 
bim, Col. z. 16, It is a Glorious Truth, that 
the Heart of God is fer upon nothing fo much 
as upon having his Son Jeſus Chrift Glorified : 
And when he ſeech our hearts is ſet upon it, 
He takes it kindly at our hands. It a man 
would frudy to pleaſe God, let him Honour 
Chriſt 3 without which, let him. do what he 
will, hs cag never pleaſe God, To believe on 
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So © The Sureli way to the | 
the Lord Jeſs Chrilt,” is co honour him. No 
can we put a greacer hon2ur upon him, than to 
depend upon his Rigitzouſnets for the Ecernl 
<xlvation of our Immortal Souls. And when 
we live as Believers ought ro do, when ou 
Converſations in the Worid are as becometh 
te -Goſpzl, we gloria Chrilt. Ir is laid of 
Titus and ſome o:th2rs, that they were the Gary 
of Chriſt. 2 Cor. 8. 23. They lived ſuch holy 
hives, that it was an honour to Qaritt ro have 
fach Servants Waezn Chriftians live fs as that 
the World may in them fe2 ſomething what ſth 
mainnzr of ons Cirilt is, they cauſs his Name £tio 
to be honoured : Mzn will fay, how good vm 
Chrit, if they that belung to him have ſach do 
200dnelfs in them ?2 When w2 make Chriſt and Wir 
his Glory ths end of or tives, we plzaſe and tc 
honour God. $9 did the Apoitle, Phil. r. 2x.) 
or ne to live is Corio, H= knw that if chef 
dyed immediately, he ſhould gain Heaven ; Il ti 
but he was wilting to De a while longer oat off ! 
Heaven, ti-ac jo he migat do Service tor Chriſt, Þ ( 
and promote his Intereſt amongtt his Churches 
in this World. The man that is often think 
31g with himſclf, waac thail [ do for Chriſt? 
Is there nothing wazrein I may ſerve his Inte: 


rTeit more than as yet I have done? And. that 


has an hzarc defirous above alt things to glorify 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he is ene that honours 
God, and whom God will hogouc. For Chrilt 
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Greateſt Honour, 2F 
If any man ſerve me , 

tim will my Father honour. ECO Trt L223 

; 154 wawh ; 

| We proceed therefore unto' the: Second ' En- 

miry, Viz. What Honour it i that God will beftow 

m ſuch as do thus honour him ? | 


A. 1. Sometimes the providence of God does put = 
bonour upon them that have honoured bim, by putting 
them into honorable Stations and Employment. No 
man is-put into any honorable Station, -but it is 
the Lord that ha's done -it. Pſal. 75. 6, 7. Promo- 
tion comes neither from the Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, 
nor from the South, but God is the Fudge, he putteth 
down one ans ſetteth up another, A man may go 
from one end of the world to another, from Eaſt 
to Weſt, and he'may croſs the World from 
North to South, and yet never find promotion, 
except God jhali fee meet to fet him up. Ic 1s 
true, that men may be the inſtruments of pro- 
moting a man : They may do it by their EleQi- 
on, Neverthelefſs,God do's it, For Prov.16.33e 
The Lot is caft into the Lap, but the whole apo 
ſmg: thereof ts of the Lord: Or a man 'may bE 
promoted to an honorableStation &&E.mploy ment 
by a Commiſſion from a Superiour Power : but 
neither is that without the Providznce 'of God, 
When Pate boaſfed-of his power,” ChiifFfaid to 
him, - thou coulde#} have no power aPgil; except jt 
were given thee from above. Joh, 19926 He nat 
- Þ ; his 
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23: The Surelt wap to the 
his Authority by vertue of a Commiſſion from 
the Emperour, but there was an hand of Hea- 
ven in it, No man ſhall be promoted to honour 
without the Providence of God. The King of 
Moab (aid to Balaam, 1 thought to promote thee to 
great honour, but the Lord ha's kept you back from 
hunour. Numb. 24. 1x. Notwithſtanding the 1n- 
tentions and inclinations of Kings, they ſhall 
promote no man to honour. whom God 1s re- 
ſolved to keep back from that honour. Nor is 
this ſo to be underſtood, as if no man were by 
the Holy providence of God fet in an honorable 
Station, but ſuch as have honored God ; for 
many Times the Vilelt of men are exalted, and 
God does it not to honour them, but to puniſh 
a ſinful world by them. Before honour, goeth. 
Humilicy. It a proud ambicious man obtains 
the honour which he ha's been aſpiring after it 
5 in Judgment to himſelf and others : but if 
an humble man ha's honour conferred on him, 
it is in mercy to the people concerned in him, 
And ſometimes the Lord promotes his faithful 
Servants to hanorable Stations as a reward for 
their Fidelicy unto his Intereſt ; which is in 
Ipecial the honour intended in the Text þefore 
.us. Ez was ſet in an honorable Station, and his 
'poſterity ſhould have had that honour continued 
to them, had they honoured God as they ought 
to have. done, We ſee,the Truth before us ve: 
-Fified Jn,Ravid, He.was the youngeſt of yr the 
| | PONG 
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reproach and revile him. 


Greateſt Yonour, * 23 
Sons of Feſſe, but the- moſt pious of them all 


8 God found his heart faithtul, and he took him 


from the Sheeptold, and made tim to bs the 
f-eder and the leader of his people Iſrael We 
ſee it in Foſeph ; By *:is Exemplaty obevierice 
to the Commandment, God has had honnur 
in all ages of the world which have been iince 
that time « Him did God make Governour of 
the Land of Egypt. We ſce it in Aoſes: He 
honoured God by efpoufing the cauſe of his 
afflited people : And God made him. to be a 
King in Fefrurun: The molt precious people in 
the whole world were - put under his Govern- 
ment, which was a greater honour than ii-he had 
been made the Monarch of the Univerſe, with- 
out having the Lords people committed to his 
InſpeRtion and Juriſdiction, | 

2. God canſeth them that honour Him to be bs: 
nured, in reſpet# of the Eſteem and Reputation which 
they bave in the world, He giveth them a great 
room and intereſt in the hearts of them whole 
eſteem or good word is to be valued. Indeed, 
if a man will be Zealous for God, and faithiul 
to his intereſt, there are wicked men that will 
David foand it fo, 
They that ſat in the gate ; ſome that had been in 
power, {poke againſt him, and be was the ſong of 
the Drunkards. Pal. 69. 12. Lewd debauched 
perſons who were for King Sauls ImtereF}, would 
make Lampoones againſt Dayid, ang when they 
B 4 werg 


24 _ The Sureſt way to the 
were over their Cups they would ſing them : 
but the reproaches and mockings of Juch men 


are an honour, and to be worn as a Crown, f 


It is an honour and an happineſs to be reviled 
and ſlandered by fuch vile perſons. Matth. 5.1. 
Bleſſed are you when men ſhall revile you, and ſhall 
ſay all manner of Evil of you ' falſely for my ſake, 
rejozee and be exceeding glad ; for great is your re- 
ward, for ſo perſecuted they the propbets., If it is 
tor Chriſts ſake, for our appearing in his cauſe 
or to maintain his Truth and Intereſt that we 
are reproached and flandered, we may wear 
thoſe reproaches as cur Crown for they are a 
part of our bleiſedneſs : Uſually they that have 
honoured God moſt, have -the honour to-'be 
moſt zeproached by the wickedeſt men in the 
world. Who honoured God more than the 
Prophets and Apoſtles in their day ? And who 
werg ever more reviled ?-- So: the chief Refor- 
mers /in 'the laſt Century. Luther and Calwin 
eſpecially, no men were reproached more than 
they th:t had deſerved better ufage trom che age 
wherein toy lived. Tt is not a defirable thing 
ior a m:17-» he Crycd up by the generality of 
wickea m9n, Luk. 6.26. Wo unto you when: all 
antn ſha'l {.e:% well of you : for ſo their Fathers did 
by the filfz Prophets, All the profane | men in 
the L2n!! would. be ready to ſpeak well of the 
talie Prophets,” becauſe they 'would daub. their 
_ Eonſciences with untempered Mortar. They 
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em : ſhould ſay though you live in your ſins, as long 
men ſ you are called by the Name of the true God, 


nd go to the Temple, and lay your Prayers, 
ou ſhall go to Heaven. There is no need of 
5.11, ſoy ſuch Repentance as the true Prophets ſay is 
| ſbal hccefſary for your Salvation. Juſt as fome un- 
odly Preachers in theſe dayes ſay, if men call 
r re- ſhemſelves Chriſtians and are Baptiſed, there is 
it is ſho need. of preaching Converſion to them. It is 
auſe þ ſign that a man ha's not been' ſo faithful to 
we [Gods Intereſt as he ſhould have been, when the 
vear wickedeſt of men extol him. One having heard 
2 a fthat a very vicious perſon commended him, was 
ave (troubled -at ic, Alas ( faid he ) guid mali fect, 
be what have I done amiſs that - fo wicked a man 
the Fihould ſpeak ſo well of me. So then a Reputa» 
the. Ftion amongſt ſuch is no honour, nor deſireable: 
ho [but to have the love and reſpe& of good men is 
2r- F{defireable : therefore David prayed for that. 
in © Pſal. 119.79. Let thoſe that fear thee, Turn unto 
an me. And God did give him an Intereſt in their 
pe i hearts. Verſe 74. They that fear thee will be plad 
8g IN when they ſee me. Goomen if they did bur ſee. 
»f I} David; they were glad : their hearts rejoyced to 
Il © ſe that there was ſuch a man yet living in the 
d' | world. And this honour had the Governours 
1 | in Ifrael who had generouſly ventured them- 
< ſelves in the cauſe of God and of his people. 
; 
4 


Wherefore the inſpired Deborab faid of them. 
judg.5.9. beert is toward the Governours of Iſrael, 
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þ. e, T do in my heart love and honour them, 
And doubtleſs. ail che good people in the Land 
did ſo. And thus it was with Adordecat, out 
of reſpet to the Honour of God, he would þ 
not bow the knee to Haman, Haman was 1 
Type of Antichrijf, and no queſtion afpired af. 
ter,& expected a Religious Worthip as Antichrif 
does, which AMeordecas would not ' yield unto 
him : Now God did not only advance Aor- of : 
decas to a very tonourable Station, he was rig! 
next to the King ' Abaſuerus, but allo gave M 
him a- great Reputation amongſt his peo- I 1ll 
ple. Eſth. 10. 3. He was greas amongſt the of 
Fews, and accepted of the Multitude of his Bre- | (ha 
rhren. The Hamanites could not endure him, | me 
but all good men loved and honoured him. || pu 


3. As for them that honour God, he makes their || all 
Names to be precious and honourable after they are |} re 
dead and gone to a better World, Their Names || S 
are like an Oyntment that is poured forth, 
Cant. 1, 3. They have a ſweet favour with 
, them. Their Names lwe after their bodies are ||| ed 
dead. Pal. 112, 6. The Righteous ſhall be had in || « 
Everlaſting Remembrance. A long time after |l| tl 
they are dcad, they that knew thera will ſpeak I i 
honourably of them 3 and ſuch as never knew || $ 
them, only bave heard of the Grace of God in | & 
them, will have honourable thoughts of them || r 
11 their hearts, Many times their Names are | | 
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ore precious after their death, then they were 
hilft alive. This we ſee in Moſes: Whilſt 
he was living, the people were always com- 
plaining and murmuring againſt him : Nothing 


could happen amiſs, but preſently they were 


ready to ſay, we may thank Moſes for all this; 
yet when he was dead they were ready to Ido- 


lize him: So the Jews would build the Tombs 


of the Prophets,8&Garnith the Sepulchres of the 
righteous, whom whilſt living,they cared not for. 


| Mat.2.3.29.But as for wicked men they leave an 


Il Name behind them, Prov. 16. 7. The memory 
of the Fuſt is bleſſed, but the Name of the Wicked 
all rog. What rotten Names,do ſome wicked 
men leave behind them in the world : Their 
putrified Carcaſles are net ſo unſayoury as the 
vile Name which they have left toPoſterity. But 
all the Honour mentioned is nothing compa- 
red with what God will beſtow on his Faithful 
Servants. 'Theretore, | 


' 4 They that have with a fmcere heart endeavour- 
ed to promote the Honour of God in the World, fhall 
certainly be honoured by him at the laſ# day. All 
the Promiſes in the Scripture will receive their 
tull accompliſhment i» that day. Whatever 
Services have been done whereby God has 
been Honoured, Chriſt will make an honou- 
rable mention of them ; and praiſe his Faith- 
ful Sexyangs for what they have done, = 

ore 
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p them. 


23 _. The Sureſt way to the 
h. e, T do in my heart love and honour them, 
And doubtleis. ail che good people in the Land 
did ſo. And thus it was with Aordecat, out 
of reſpet to the Honour of God, he would 
not bow the knee to Haman, Haman was 1 
Type of Antichrijf, and no queſtion afpired af. 
ter,& expected a Religious Worthip as Antichrif 
does, which Mordecas would not ' yield unty 
him : Now God did not only advance Arr 
decas to a very tonourable Station, he waz 
next to the King ' Abaſuerus, but allo gaye 
him a. great Reputation amongſt his peo- 
ple. Elſth. 10. 3 ﬀ He was greas amongſt the 
Fews, and accepted of the Multitude of his Bre- 
rhbren. The Hamanites could not endure him, 
but all good men loved and honoured him. 


3. As for them that honour God, he makes their 
Names to be precious. and honourable after they are 
dead and gone to a better World. Their Names |S 
are like an Oyntment that is poured forth, 
Cant, 1, 3. They have a ſweet favour with 
Their Names lwe after their bodies are i « 
dead. Plal. 112, 6. The Righteous ſhall be had ini « 
Everlaſting Remembrance. A long time after ſt 
they are dead, they that knew them will ſpeak If 
honourably of them 3 and ſuch as never knew || 
them, only bave heard of the Grace of God in 

( 


them, will have honourable thoughts of them 
in their hearts, Many times their Names are 
£22 more. 


Greateſt Yonour. 26 
them, Wnore precious after their death, chen they were 
> L.andfwhilſt alive. This we ſee in Moſes: Whilſt 
/, outſhe was living, the people were always com- 
would plaining and murmuring againſt him : Nothing 
was aſſould happen amiſs, but preſently they were 
red af.heady to ſay, we may thank Moſes for all this; 
1chriflyct when he was dead they were ready to Ido» 
untoMize him : So the Jews would build the Tombs 
Aor-Bof the Prophets,&Garnith the Sepulchres of the 
e wafrighteous, whom whilſt living,they cared not for. 
gave Mar.23.29.But as for wicked men they leave an 
peo-WIll Name behind them, Prov. 16.7. The memory 
ft the Bof the Fuſs is blefſed, but the Name of the Wicked 
Bre. ſhall rot. What rotten Names,do ſome wicked 
him, men leave behind them in the world ; Their 
him. Eputrified Carcaſles are net ſo unſayoury as the 
vile Name which they have left toPoſterity. Bute 
their all the Honour mentioned is nothing compa- 
7 are red with what God will beſtow on his Faithful 
ames il Servants. Therefore, 
orth, | 
with Þ 4. They that have with a ſincere heart endeavour- 
S are Wed to promote the Honour of God in the World, fhell 
d in | certainly be honoured by him at the laſf day. All 
cer I the Promiſes in the Scripture will receive their 
eak N full accompliſhment i» that day. Whatever 
1ew Fl dervices haye been done whereby God has 
1 in F been Honoured, Chriſt will make an honou- 
em If rable mention of them ; and praiſe his Faith- 
are I ful Seryants for .what they have done, be- 
ine” ed oe vos fore 
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fore the whole World in that day. Aſi 
their faith, ſo their good works will be fcand wn 
Fo - praiſe, and honownr, and glory, at the appear. 
ing of Feſus Chrift, x Pet. 1. 7, An honoura- 


ble reward ſhall then be given to them; 
Chriſt will make them Judges of the World; 
yea, and of Angels too. x Cor. 6.2, 3. Do 
gou not know that the Saints ſhall _ Fudge the 
Worid | we ſhall Fudge Angels, Chrilt wil 
make them to Sit upon "Thrones in: that 
day. Mat. 19. 28, In the Regeneration, h.'e. at 
the Reſurreiiion, when the Son of Man ſball Sit 
on the Throne of His Glory, you ſhall Sit upon 
Thrones. Chriſt will put a Scepter 'into their 
hands in that day. Rev. 2. 26, 27. I will give 
him power over the Nations, aud he ſhall rule 
them with a rod of Iron; 1. e, with a Scepter. 
Chriſt will give them a Crown in that day. 
Yea, a Crown of Glory, and a Glory that 
Tadeth not away. All Earthly Glory. foon 
fadeth away : Tranſit gloria mundi : Worldly 
Honour is ( as one exprefles it ) ſabjed to 
the Epilepſy. Men in high places are- Se; 
W ſlippery places. Pſal. 73. 18, They .are like 
men ſtanding on Ice, that get a' fall be 
fore they are ' aware. But the Honour 
which God confers on his Servants at the 


lift day, will be an Everlaſting : Honour. 


It ſhall not continue for a few Generati- 
ons, but throrghout Everlaſting .Ages.. - This 
Honour 


amongſt us could have had their defires. 


Greateſt Yonour. ©. 
Lionour have all the Saints, All whoſe hearts 


|. ſo: to ſerve and honour God, Thus ſhall 
- WG: be done to the man whom the King of Hea-« 
' Sren dclights to honour. 


Wz proceed to make foms AP P.LIC A- 
T] O N of the Dadtrine, which has been Q- 
pened and Confirmed in the particulars in- 
ſited on. - | 

USE. 1. This Dire&#s them who are concerned in 
the El&ions of this Day, whom they ſhould chooſe, 
Put hoaour upon them, who will honour 
Gi, It was a principle and practice amongtt 
the Lacedermomians, to chuſe men into the Se- 
#32, 20: tor their Riches, but for their Virtue, 
Tais did the light of nature dire& them unto. 
Ie is a great priviledge - which you enjoy this 
day, that there can be no Civil Rulers over - 
the Province ( excepting the Commander 1 
Chizf, and his Deputy.) but what the People 
by their Repreſentatives {hall approve of. No 
other Plantation enjoyes the like Priviledge. 


Nor ſhould we, if the Senballats and Tagen 
at 


ſince God and che King ha's granted us this fa- 
your, to make a right improvement of it, iz the 
way to have'it continued ; that is to chuſe fuch 
a5 will uſe their power for God : And they 
that have an heart to do fo, will alſo ſeek the 
welfare of the People over whom God ha's 


ſz; chem. It is Galds Prov: 29. 24 Hihen the 


Righs 


32 The Oureit wap to rye 
teous are in Authority the people rejoyee. Wel 
they may, becauſe then ſuch are in Authority 
as will ſeek their proſperity. Whenas they 
that are unfaithiul to God, though it may he 
they may carry it well as long as 1t is fair 
' weather, they] ſhrink in the wetting. If x 
Storm of Temptatioa happens, that the Inter. 
eſt of che Publick, and their owg perſona] 
are in Competi-ion, they will make the Pub- 
lick give way to their perſonal Intereſt. [I 
is related concerning that famous Emperor 
Conſtantins Clorus, ( who dycd in England, then 
known by the Name of Britain only ) that 
having in his Court many Chriſtians, that fo 
he might Try their Fidelity, he gave out, that 
ſuch as would not renounce their Chriſtianity 
ſhould no longer be his Servants. W hereupon 
ſome who were only Chriſtians in Name, but 
not in Sincerity, thinking to pleaſe the Emperor, 
declared,that they would renounce the Chriftian 
' Name: which when they had done, Now ( ſaid 
he )I ſ-e what yon are, You that will be falſe 
to your God, will never be faithful unto me,and 
therefore he baniſhed them his Court, Well 
then, it you would have thoſe to be oyer you, 
that will Conſcieotiouſly feek your good, chools 
them that will be ſure to do as GolUl would have 
them do. When God choſe a Ruler for his 
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———"<Greatelt Yonour., 33 
-or the - dire&ion of them who may have the 
0wer of Ele&ton, that. they ſhould ( fo far as 
:-ey are able to judge, ) Ele&t God-fearing men, 
Chooſe ſuch as will both by their Authority and 
hy their Example Encourage the worſhip of Gad. 
That will ſay with Joſhua, I and my houſe we will 
{ere the Lord, That fay after David ,Pfal.1 22.7, 
' was glad when they ſaid unto me, let us go 8::to the 
þ uſe of the Lord, where God was publickly and 
{olemnly worſhipped as Hinielt had command- 
:4, Chuſe ſuch as will be Zealous for God 7 
{hat will Exa@ their Authority for.the ſuppref- 
fog of all manner of Vice, and for the Encou: 
-zgement of Vertue and Piety : That will be a 
Terror to Evil doers, and a praiſe to them that 
{0 well, 
ay Save a Land from deſtruction. Jer.. 1. Run 
jc to and frothrough the Streets of Feruſalem, if there 
b: any that Executes Fudgment, I will pardon it. 
That great Ciry would have found the betcer 
tor a few ſuch, nay, for one ſuch Magiſtrate, 
Chooſe them that will Fear G O D & Honour 
theRING. Thar will be faichtul to his preſent 
\ſajeſty, whom God and all the good people in 
England have ſt upon the Throne. Ic is need- 
i:s for me to ſay, Let-no man give a Vote for 
any one that has the fliviſh hearc of a Facobite 
in him. There are very few of that fort of men 


it: New England, IT hepe 'not an hundred of 


5m in the whole Province ; and I hops _ 
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A tew fuch Gounſellors and Rulers 
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much as one in this Gener.3{ Aſſembly, in which 
reſpe&t ſuch a caution mav ſeem fſupeſluous, 
Chuſe them that will ſhew ſingular reſpet tofff; 
good men,becauſs chey are ſuch : As David wif 
| Teſolved to do. Pfal. 101. 6. My eyes ſba!l be onthy 
Faithful in the Land. Such as were Faithful t 
the beſt Intereits, he would caſt an eye of pe 
culiar reſpe& and favour towards them. So did 
the Rulers in 7udab. Hol. 11x. 12. Fudah Rujeh 
with God and i: foithful with the Saints. Ihe 
Rulers in Fudab adiered to the true pure Wor: 
ſhip of God ; they alſo adhered to the Holy 
Prophets and Godly people in the Land. Chuls 
fuch as will be wilting to be reproiched and fo 
perſecuted on the account of their being Faith 
ful in the diſcha;ge of their dury ; Such a Ma 
giſtrate was Fob,xs we may fee by what he ſays, 
Job 3r. 34. Did 1 fear a great multitude, or did 
the contempt of Families Terrify me. Re knew that 
if he diſcharged the duty of his place, in bear: 
Ing witneſs againſt thoſe things whereby God ſſþ 
was diſhonoured, a multitude of bad men would 
be offended : He knew that if he pundſhed a 
Criminal, the Families that were related to that 
Criminal would be inraged : But he mattered it 
not, as long as he did nothing beſides what the 
dity of. his place as a Magiſtrate obliged him 
unto- Chule ſuch as will prefer the Intereſt of 
Chriſt above their own ; that will not warp 


_ wich ths Times, © aud maks the Intereſt 'of 
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*hrifts holy Kingdom to truckle under - their 
ſecular Intereſts, as it is the nganner» of Titne-fer- 
rers to do. od 5h | 
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USE. Il. Let this excite us all in aur feveral places 
Be ations to Endeavour that God thay be Honoured: 
Lei the Adotive In the- Text quicken us unto that. 
hich 15 our duty. The Orator obſerves that the 
nature of man is deſirous -of henour.::: And the 
entiles by .the Hght of nature knew that Yergue 
* Ws the way to that'which is truly to. be accounted 
Tonour. Lhe Romans had a Temple which was 
alled the Temple of Vertne, and another tealled 
he Temple of Honoar., Theſes were -1o bnilt as 
hat no man could pais into the latter;brit through 


the formeg, God is-1o Gractous'as toreward the 


ertuous actions of moral Heathen, , The juſtice 
of Ariftides made him famous,  Codrus 8& Regulus 
decaute they preferred the fatety of'their Couns 
ry above their own lives, were henoured- in the 
orld. The external Services of Hypoctites have 
a Temporal reward. God willmever be in any 
mans debt., When Fehu executed. Judgment on 
he houſe: of Ahab: according as God: had com- 
manded him;*%he was rewarded with ' the honour 
ff a Kingdom, for teur Generations. But what 
that to the honour which God will give to'thenst 
that are his. Faithful ' Servants ? The - honor | 
pck comes from God alone 'is tranſcendemtly 
ter than that which is front men only - It 15'4 


maxim, that the King is the Fountain of hone. _ 
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Many of his Jewels to your charge. 


2) 4. Airroht rg 4a ol 
ICs as to Civithonour. \ 


Bur there is .an honour 
which none but the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords is the fountain of: Let no honour but that, 
fatisfy us : Nor let any of us bz fatisfyed without 
that honour. If we approve our ſclves fincere it 
his fight,we {hall have the praiſe ( thongh it may 
be not of men, yet ) of God, and that's hondir 
and happineſs Enough. F 

Let us moreover conſider, That ſome among | +. 
are tinder peculiar Obligations and Advantages t1 
henour Gid They whom God has honoured 2 
bove others, are under an Obligation to honou! 
him more than others, | 

There 1s one ta this Aſſembly, a more hors 
rable Perſon than ever was ſeen in theſe Territe- 
ries from the beginning unto this day, Man 1 
prayer has been ſent up to Heaven that Go 
would ſend: us a Governowr,who fhould be a Ric! 
Blefling to this his peopls. We have reaſon ts 9 
hope that God has and wilt Anfwer thoſe pray- | 
ers in His Excellency's now- arrival amongſt oY [1 
Tt may be thought ro: be beneath the Charadcr H 
of io illuſtrious a Perfon -to accept of the Gc at 
vernment of fo mean a people z but  34y Lord, NE 
Conſidering thit they are the Lords people,gi': ja 
me kavs to lay to you, that the God of Heay:n |?! 
has put honour, npon you, in Committine {© [? 
I remen- I": 
ber an - honorable perſonage -interceding wi:' iſ 
Ws preſent Majeſty in behalf of His Subjeds in Yb 
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New:Englend, uſed this argument, That proportis - 


- chic (obably to the number of people,there were more 
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300d Men'in New-Engiond than in arty place in 
his whole world ; and I ſball ever remember the 
Kings gracious Reply, That He did believe that rhe 
veople in New Eng ian, were # Good People, It muſt 
be confelled thatwe are much degenerated from 
what once we were, and thar there-are far more 


*-men amonigft tis, than thers were Forty years *3 
2p0,- Nevertheleks, - there are at this Jay, ſome -- 


Thouſands of them*who fear God, .and whom 
He' has purchaſed with his own blood., So that; 
213 Lord,God has comminted unto your infpeRi- 
on and proteation,' a' people that are dear .unto 
Him. My Lord, T am iow, but my Meſhage is 
from on high. . "Thus ' ſays the God of Ifrael to 
you ; yea, the God of New-England ſays, Love 
my people becauſe they are mine. - Be kind to 
them for my ſake,” and, God will give unto you , 
that which ſhall be infinitely better. than all the 
Honoy rs, of Emojuments which this world cart 
afford. And” one word let me ſpeak for your. 
Encouragement. There 15 not a Goverzaur on the 
face of the Earth at this day, That has fo niany 
prayers going up' to-God for him every day, by 
2 praying people who have an Intereſt in Hga- 
ven, as your Excellency has 5; and theſe prayers 
will be a. greater Mercy to you, and to your No- 
be Family, than all.the Barovies or Earldoms 10. 
the whole world would cver be, The Lord 'ok 
Haven grant that 15 may be fo. _ Theres 
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* Thers are, others in this Aſſembly whomGodſſhs i 


has or may Eſtabliſh in an Honourable Station, fie S: 


I mearr ſuch as may be called co Aſif in Go-&f G 
verriment.. You ( Much Honoured ) have.ſin:Kerv 
gular Advantages put into your bands to prodfifing 
mote the Honour of Gcd.,, You may do fo by 

iving wiſe and. faichful Advice, whereby Godifhalle 
Fer and his, peoples ſhall be pramoved.Andiioſ; 
by taking effeAyal care that Proclamations, andther 


- gaod Laws tor the Supprefling of; choſe Evilſer: 


whergby God i-diſhonoured, may, be duly purRffar 
in Execution.” BleTed be Gad, who has given ouwlhor 
Notion a King that has from che 'Throne declaredWWLo: 
againſt choſe[mmoralities which ſome of kisPre [ſhe 
deceſſors' had corrupted the Kingdoms with;ſkio 
And hleſizd- be God, who has: given New. Engler 
land a Governour, that has Emitted a like Progla/Wby 
mation in that part of his Government, where|ſlþl: 
there was the greateſt need of it. There are good MP 
Laws amongſt us for theSupprefling ofSwearing,|ſſof 
Prunkenneſs,Sabbath-breaking ag ather Immo- tic 
ralitigs. But it: theſe Laws be nb. duly put inflth 
- Execution, they had as good, nay better neverWhi 
have been made. I ſpeak this, not as doubting ſe 
of your Fidelity in this matter,fince ic is a known flo 
Rule in moral policy,. that a bad Executor off; 


Ta vs, is worſe then a great breaker of them : i 


But to. Encourage your Zeal. Wo! 
There areallo in this Aiſembly many of them 
who Multer in che. Houle of God, whom he ſt 


\ 


God nas EW: put nour upon, It was wit 
tion, ef Somuel that he was an Honourable man, a may. 
Go-&f God, x: Sam» 9, 6. To be Gods:man, to'be his 
> ſin: Fervant, 15-40 be Hopours6, The Apdſile ſpeas 
profiling concerning the Mimiterial Fundtion, lays, 
o bye mar takes this boyour to binz{eif, bat he that is 
pled of Ged, gs was Aaron, Hgb.,5- 4. The Amr, 
IB[adors of: Kings are Honourabke...And are inog - 
hey ſo, 'whom. the Scripture calls che Ambaſſat. 

xiklers of -Ghrift who is the, King of Kings, There: 
tffore oughe they above all men to becaretul of tha 

Mhonour of: him, who is in a. fi gular manner thej 
Lord and Maſter. And they , haye ia reſpe& of 

re their Miniſtry. great opportunity,as well as obliga- 
tions chereunto,', A man; may fomerime hy, ans | 
pSerman be Laſtrumental to- promote that where: 
-fiby God ſhall have Everlaſting Honoyr. The 
elblled Martys Ridley, by a Sermon which. he 
000 Preached to King Egward 6, was an Infirumens 
of, obtaining that which continues te be a Nas 

tional Beaefit at this day; fo by endeavouring 

the Converſjon_ of Souls, we ſhall cauſe God, to 

ver be honoured. Eyery one: of thaſs Souls will 
continue honopring God throughaue the Days 
of Eternity. A4y Brethren, L.et_us make the Ex-. 
tation of the Glorious Name. of | the Lord Je- 

: Wfus Chriſt the great deſign of ourMiniltry,What 

has a Miniſter co do, but to cry down ſin, 8& to 
Preach up.the Lord Jeſus Chrift ? It is a fad 
thing, when: Miniltecs Preach it may __—_ 
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46 ' The Suveli way to the _ 
Sermons one after another, and -no mgntion of 
the Blefled Name of Chriſt in them ! Nay, 
( which is horrid co be ſpoken) * they love not 
to ſpeak of him, although they pretend to be 
his Miniſters. How unlike are fuch men to the 
bi:ifed Apoſtle Paul, concerning: 'whom Anſim 
obierves that he mentions the Name of Chriſt 
no lefs then four hundred and fifty times 1n his 
Epiſtles. 'They'that call themſelves his Miniſters, 
and yet lovenot to hear his Nartie mentioned, 
may fear, that at the laſt day, when the-Lotd 
UI Jeſus &hrilt ſhall fay unto ſome who have Pro- 
WHT phefied in his Name, Depart from me, 1 never 
hs knew yon, they will be found in. that Number. 
17 And letusremember, that God hes ſet us for the 
i | defence of the Goſpel, And that not only-as to the 
| Faith, but as to the Order of the Goſpel. New: 
England differs from all other Plantations in this | 
Other Plantations were buile upon © a -Worldly þ- 
Intereſt, but New- England was founded on aft 
Intereſt purely Religious, and this not fo much 
in reipect ol che Fzich of Goſpel ( in which we 
agree with all other Reformed Churches in Eu- 
rope ) as of the Order of it. OQvr Fathers ( who 
are now beholding the Glory of Jeſus Chriſt in 
Heaven ) did therefore come into this Land, 
when it was a Wilderneſs, a Land not ſown. 
God was pleaſed to ſhew unto thern the Form of hs 
Heuſe,ond the Goings out thereof, and the Comings in 

' #bereof,, and\all the Ordiuances thereof ,This they left 
| {0 


| - _ Brea POonoune. . - 7 
us their Children as a Legacy. The Platfares 
oh of ſich they drew out of the Word of God, they: 
Nay, ſb: ve left with us. If we faithfully adhere: to 
2 not 8 {ſc Holy Truths which from.. the Scriptures: 
to be ©. been delivered to us, we ſhall pleafe and 
to the Þ /1ur God ; but if we depart from them, or a- 
Anſtin i; of them, we ſhall diſhonour his Name, 
>hriſt | There are moreover in this Aſſembly, thoſe. 
in his ſ'i.o have the Honour to Repreſest the: ſeveral 
iſters, þÞ »wns that have ſent them hither. Be you alfo 
oned, W boried in the Name of God to improve thg 
Lord EF: :{ent Advantage put into your hands, to pro- 

Pro- W:: te bis Glory, One thing let me mention to 
never + 4, and nor to you only, but tothe whole Ge- 
mber, JF « Aſembly,wherein the Honour ofGod is ve- 
27 the Þ ' much concerned, I mean that which reſpects 
o the ſÞ' © happy Settlement of the Colledge, God has 
New- 1 much Glory from that Society, throughout 
3 this + New-England, and not only throughout New-' 
ridly Bland, but in other Plantations in Ameries, 
n ao Þ re are thoſe Preaching Chriſt who have been 
nuch FF: :hat Society prepared for publick Service. And 
h we fire than fo, many have gone from thence, 
1 Eu ff. a2 of them men.of great Renown & Worth, 

who |=: + England, Scotland, Ireland, Holland, in which 
ſt in £Y/.- 2ds they have done Eminent Service, & Glao- 
and, £:i-:d God and Jeſus Chriſt.If that Society ſhould 
wn. | -|/, or if that which is worſe then a diſſolution: 
f bs + 1 defolation ſhould happen to it, 7he Glory 4s: 
gs in f'' 3 departed from New-England, Ayd Gog will = 
left TE. my ee bg 
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zz The Stireft wap tothe &+.: . 
Þ- exceedingly diſhonoartd' if we do nof uſe all poly 
ble means to prev+nt it Therefere I beſeech youtah 
this matrer #170 vour Confideration without any delay 
Now js . cur Time; And it may be ſuch atavourabl 
opportunity Wili never again be had, if this be negleQe 
Go nas giviic, us a Kmng who will favour us, if w 
Þ irbiy Add:is our fcives to Him in this matter. Why 
1 was in Engiand above Seven yeary ſince, Soliciting the 
aff.irs 0” hs Pcopie, His Majeſty was graciouſly. ple: 
eq to ſay i me, thy: He would willingly Conntenancet 
Coledge in New-Enpliand, for that He knew many worth 
Prorestant Divines had their Education there. And Gol 
has given us a Governour: who is ready-to do an 
thing thac we ſhall reaſonably defare” of him, ' and to 
1mprove his [atereft for us, that ſo we may have aq 
happy Settlement: and Eſtabliſhment of that Academy 
10 which the honour of God and the weltare of future 
as well as of the prefenr Generation 1s concerned... | 
we neglect the prdent @pportmity, how ſhall we Am 
ſwer it either ro God,or to Poſterity c Conlader what 
Hay,& the Lord give you underſtanding in all thing 

' Andi let us all pray that God may be Honoured the 
whole world throughour, and this the- mere, beeauſ 
the day is certainly at hand, whenGod ſhall be honoured 
chroughour all the Earth, more than ever yet has been 
from the beginning of the world,& unto this day. The 
Time approacheth : when all the Kingdoms of thi 
World ſhall become. the KingJoms of the Lord and of 
his Chriſt. Le us then Turn the Prediction of the 
Pfalmiſt into a Prayer, with which T conclude, Pal. 
$6. 9. All Natichs whom thou haſt made ſhall come and 
Worſhip before thee,O Lord and ws thy Name. Amen: 
tpn? . F--] AY I & : + M 6 
Far ATA. Pag. 334-12. for Exa& r. Exertz 1.2.0. Iv 
found rJared. p. 34:1, 2+, ſuperfluous 
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